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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This Office Action is in response to the Amendment after Final Rejection filed August 
18, 2005. Claims 1-3, 7-9, 13-15, and 19-21 were canceled and claims 4-6, 10-12, 16-18, and 
22-27 are now pending. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 4-6, 10-12, 16-18, and 22-27 are allowed. 



3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present claims are allowable over the closest references: Moring et al. (US 
5,384,024) and Kane et al. (US 5,916,428). 



A capillary array electrophoresis apparatus comprising 


a capillary array 

(a plurality of capillaries) 


the capillaries having sample injection top ends 
that are arranged in alignment 


a sample plate assembly 


a sample plate having a plurality of wells for holding a sample and 
an adapter for mounting the sample plate 


an auto sampler 


holding the sample plate assembly and being movable at least in a 
vertical direction and permits the sample injection top ends of the 
capillary array to immerse into the sample in the plurality of wells 


wherein the adapter is prepared for a plurality of kinds of sample plate having different 
shape, size and/or well depth so that center axes and bottom heights of the wells of the sample 
plate are adjusted to assume a predetermined position with respect to the auto sample 



(summary of claim 4) 
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Moring et al. disclose an capillary electrophoresis comprising a rotary carousel having 
multiple circular locations for liquid containers, wherein the carousel is translatable as well 
rotatable and wherein a removable tray facilitate loading and unloading groups of sample 
containers and buffers container to the instrument, which are closed by a unique flexible septum 
with a duck-billed portion extending toward the container it closes, permitting easy entry of a 
capillary end and an electrode, while protecting the contents from contamination and evaporation 
(col. 2, lines 67-68; col. 3, lines 1-4, 9-13, and 39-41; claim 1). Attention is drawn to Figures 4-5, 
wherein the tray is divided into two portions having unequal numbers of containers (col. 6, lines 
25-60). However, Moring et al. do not teach or fairly suggest a capillary electrophoresis 
comprising a adapter for a plurality of kinds of sample plate having different shape, size 
and/or well depth so that center axes and bottom heights of the wells of the sample plate are 
adjusted to assume a predetermined position with respect to the auto sample. 

Kane et al. (US 5,916,428) disclose a capillary electrophoresis, wherein samples in wells 
of tray can be simultaneously undergo electrophoresis separation and needles are secured to the 
cylindrical inner walls of the compression fitting with an epoxy sealant, the fitting being formed 
from nylon into which the need is inserted (abstract; col. 6, lines 41-53). However, Kane et al. do 
not teach or fairly suggest a capillary elecrophoresis comprising a adapter for a plurality of 
kinds of sample plate having different shape, size and/or well depth so that center axes and 
bottom heights of the wells of the sample plate are adjusted to assume a predetermined position 
with respect to the auto sample 



Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 09/842,685 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1713 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ling-Siu Choi whose telephone number is 571-272-1098. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
David Wu, can be reach on 571-272-1 114. 
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